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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

25 Fun Things to Do on
a Rainy Day
Author

Paul Mason

Reviewer

Leah Christopher

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781541501348

Publisher

Lerner Publishing Group,
Inc.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

If readers are stuck inside on a rainy day they might want to grab
this book, a friend, and a few simple supplies so they can get
creative. If they like to write, they could try creating a comic from
a pet’s point of view, writing a team limerick poem, or making up
coded messages. If they are into outdoor stuff, they could go on
a damp-day creature hunt, go for an outdoor swim, or go cloudspotting. Those who love science could measure rainfall, create
slime, or build a kite. More active readers could try some yoga
poses or build an indoor circuit-training course. And if all they
have is a short storm to weather, they could learn to say “hello” in
five languages or play a new card game called Threes. This book
has so many ideas to try, making it ideal for any day even when
it’s not raining.
Variety is the key word to describe this collection of creative ideas
for kids ages 8 to 12. While some ideas are rather obvious, the
book does include many original and interesting suggestions.
Activities range in time from a few minutes to all day, they call
for an individual or a group, and some require simple instead of
complex supplies and setup. The variety of topics, from language
to science to athletics to entertainment, serves to interest almost
everyone. However, this random assortment could be seen as a
negative, because only one or two things may appeal to any single
reader. Since each suggestion is kept to a page or shorter and
includes a lot of pictures, kids, parents, and teachers can easily
adapt the basic ideas to their own use.
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Book Review

How to Walk an Ant
Author

Cindy Derby

Illustrator
Cindy Derby

Reviewer

Kimberly Reynolds

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages
32

Year
2019

How to Walk an Ant is an excellent step-by-step guide to going
on your first ant walk. Amariyah is an expert walker and will take
you through her 9 steps to ensure success. Step one is finding
an ant. They can be found in many places, such as in or on trees
or around candy canes. Step two is introductions, but the trick
is to remain calm. Once you gain the ant’s trust, you must learn
to control the leash and start making goals. If at first you don’t
succeed, you can skip to appendix one where you can learn how
to conduct an ant funeral. Once you get the steps down you can
repeat them as many times as needed, but the most important
thing to remember is to not get TANGLED!!
How to Walk an Ant is an entertaining book that children will love.
Most children go through phases where they love bugs and ants,
and this book is a great way to have some fun learning about
them. In the book, there are some facts about ant anatomy as
well as ant behavior that will help children learn about these
little creatures. The way the book is written and illustrated is very
clever, with the feeling that a child really gave the instructions.
There are comments and tips that make you want to turn the
page to find out what happens next. The level of reading is
simple, which makes it great for children who are starting to read
on their own.

ISBN

9781250162625

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

I Am a Tiger
Author

Karl Newson

Illustrator
Ross Collins

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating

Dependable

Level

Preschool

Pages
28

Year
2019

ISBN

9781338349894

Publisher

Scholastic Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Mouse proclaims to all that he is the mighty tiger. All the other
animals try and name the characteristics of a tiger and how a
little mouse might not fit them—but mouse has an explanation
for each of them. When a real tiger shows up Mouse still plays
the game, and by looking at certain characteristics convinces
this tiger he is really something less scary. This extends to all
the animals. The birds are simply lollipops and that yellow snake
a banana. Mouse is never satisfied though, finally convincing
himself he is much mightier than even the greatest beast around.
The mouse has half-lidded eyes that always give him an air of
superiority—making him a less likable character. Mouse has a
mindset of “I COULD do those things—I just don’t want to,” and
“I’m special so….” When Mouse convinces the tiger that he is
actually the mouse instead, the tiger goes along with it and
appears mightily mollified and sad. Even if the tiger thinks he’s
a mouse, that doesn’t mean that he isn’t a huge scary mouse
who eats meat. This really feels like a book about stereotypes. It
teaches that when we box ourselves into one category, we feel we
can’t do more, even though we totally can. One example of this
is when he convinces the tiger he is actually a mouse, and thus
can’t be strong. The opposite goes as well, that we are not limited
by our genes, but have to potential to become whatever we want
to be. The mouse is not very nice to the other animals—essentially
name calling in a way that gets back at those who didn’t believe
him and allowing him to feel much superior. This rudeness isn’t
addressed and may leave some audiences hoping he gets eaten
by the crocodile at the end, although with his current luck, he will
probably convince the crocodile that it is merely a leaf.
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Book Review

In Focus: Forests
Author

Libby Walden

Illustrator

Julie Colombet, Aaron
Cushley, Grace Easton,
Stephanie Fizer
Coleman, Sol Linero,
Irene Montana, Marc
Pattenden, Alessandra
Santelli, Suzanne
Washington, Jenny Wren

Reviewer

Jazmin Gomez

Rating

A forest is a complex environment, full of wilderness, wanders,
and wildlife. This colorful book explores what constitutes a forest
by discussing the culture, plants, and animals found within. There
are ten sections that focus on different aspects, which are: the
Black Forest, the anatomy of trees, rain forests, national parks,
kelp forests, forest mythology, the Amazon rain forest, peoples of
the forest, mangrove forests, and produce and preservation. Each
page folds out and presents information alongside illustrations.
This book is a great way to introduce the topic of forests to young
children. It contains a lot of information, but presents it in short
snippets so as not to overwhelm. The colorful and plentiful
illustrations work well to capture attention by presenting ideas
and objects that are not usually associated with a forest. Each
section is done by a different illustrator, giving the book diversity
and adding interest. The book educates readers by offering
facts and graphics that tell of the forest’s character. The final
pages also contain a call to action, suggesting ways we can help
preserve the precious woodlands.

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
28

Year
2019

ISBN

9781944530228

Publisher
360 Degrees

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Book Review

Invisible Inkling: The
Whoopie Pie War
Author

Emily Jenkins

Illustrator
Harry Bliss

Reviewer
Anna Coles

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
153

Year
2013

When a food truck selling ice cream whoopie pies parks in
front of Hank Wolowitz’s family’s ice cream shop, Hank and his
invisible bandapat are willing to try whatever it takes to regain
lost customers. In this third installment in the Invisible Inkling
series, Hank works to support his family’s business, comforts his
invisible friend through loneliness and indigestion, and navigates
the complexities of young friendships. The final “victory” in
the whoopie pie war is unexpected yet fitting, and serves to
underscore Hank’s growing maturity.
Emily Jenkins crafts a rich, complex tale for middle grades. With
clear and consistent characterizations and a gentle, fantastical
humor throughout, this book supports important themes of
growing self-confidence and navigating friendships. Because
Jenkins’ characters exhibit many relatable insecurities, they
are both sympathetic and believable. They make mistakes, but
they also learn and grow. This allows several characters to have
dynamic arcs of progression. Jenkins weaves together several plot
threads to build steadily to a satisfying conclusion that resolves
many of the presented conflicts. This book would be an excellent
recommendation for a middle grade reader, and a humorous
read-aloud with plenty of opportunities for discussion.

ISBN

9780061802263

Publisher

Harper Collins
Publishers

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Marley and the Great
Easter Egg Hunt
Author

John Grogan

Illustrator

Richard Cowdrey

Reviewer
Jana Carter

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year
2013

ISBN

9780062125248

Publisher
Harper

Marley is at it again! The lovable Labrador can’t seem to stay
out of trouble, and the trip to the town Easter egg hunt is no
exception. When Marley and his girl Cassie arrive at the town
square, they find it bustling with Easter cheer and decorations.
The hunt is about to begin! When Marley hears that the winner
must find the biggest, most special egg, he is determined. He
will be the one to win. Sniffing from place to place, his nose
directs him to several Easter eggs. Sadly, other children take
them before he has the chance. Discouraged, he turns to Cassie,
who suggests they find another place to look. The pair barrel
through the town, crashing through stores and bakeries, but they
can’t find the egg. The Easter egg hunt comes to an end. Marley,
disappointed, turns back to the gathered crowd. Luck is on his
side though, and there’s one more place to look. Marley can be a
winner after all!
John Grogan shared a lovable, endearing character when he
chose to write stories about his dog Marley. As this story unfolds,
it is easy to feel the emotions portrayed by the characters.
A high-strung sense of urgency, followed by an undertone of
dread follows the characters as they chase Marley through
one catastrophe to another. The illustrations help to keep
the mood light-hearted and happy throughout the tale. The
characters are drawn with open, smiling faces, which helps to
evoke the excitement of the day. Marley’s antics are merely
small frustrations, but are soon forgotten in the celebrations of
the day. The bright colors add to the festive feeling of the story.
Marley’s family members are patient, kind, and loving to each
other and to their four-legged friend as they spend quality family
time celebrating Easter together. Children will love the feeling of
excitement, both for the holiday and for the dog that has become
a dear friend.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Meet a Baby
Kangaroo
Author

Anna Leigh

Illustrator
Anna Leigh

Reviewer

Jennifer Padgett

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
24

Year
2017

ISBN

9781512455885

Publisher

Lerner Classroom

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

These amazing creatures start out no bigger than a jelly bean. A
newborn can make its way up to its mother’s teat to suck in its
first drops of fresh milk in a matter of five short minutes. While
its eyes remain closed for the first 100 days of its tiny life, the
baby joey continues growing inside the protection of its mother’s
pouch, where it will remain for a full six months. Then, this
precious marsupial will make its way out of the pouch to venture
out into the world unknown. It will return to its mother’s pouch
for refuge and some nourishment, but will no longer be confined
there. Eventually, if it’s a male, it will leave its mother and journey
onward to find a new mob to join. Conversely, if the youngster
is a female, it will likely remain a part of its mother’s mob for
the duration of its lifetime. These fascinating creatures live an
average of 22 years.
Author Anna Leigh introduces young children to the fundamentals
of the life cycle, from birth to adulthood, of this adorable and
beloved marsupial in this informational children’s book, Meet a
Baby Kangaroo. She brilliantly weaves National Geographic-like
photographs, highlighted, bold text, and intriguing fact boxes
into this nonfiction piece. Additionally, a glossary is provided
at the end of the book for those unfamiliar with some of the
terminology. Children as young as five or six will be drawn to
the vivid photographs and fascinating subject matter included,
though they will likely need a parent, teacher, or older child to
read it to them. Most third and certainly fourth grade students
will be able to read it with relative ease. Meet a Baby Kangaroo is
a multi-purpose book that can be used as an excellent resource
for animal research projects about growth and development, or
simply as an exciting adventure in reading!
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Book Review

Night Windows
Author

Aart Jan Venema

Illustrator

Aart Jan Venema

Reviewer

Hannah Webb

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781908714565

Publisher

Cicada Books

A boy moves from the country to the city with great reluctance.
His parents assure him that he’ll learn to make friends and love
his new surroundings, but everyone seems so busy and aloof.
One night, while on the verge of running away, the boy steps
outside for some fresh air. He gazes upon his new apartment
building and sees things he had never noticed before. He finds
himself entertained and fascinated by the amusing lives on
display. As he visits the windows each night, he gets to know
more about the quirky lives behind them, and feels a lot less
lonely. When he’s joined by a frustrated writer one night, they
decide to shake things up and get all the neighbors talking and
mixing in ways that they hadn’t before. The boy finds out that
when people step out of the box (or in this case, window), exciting
things can happen.
Night Windows is a unique blend of a traditional picture book
with a beginning-middle-end story, and a search-and-find book.
Each page of this book is a delightful feast for the eyes with
countless small details just waiting to be devoured. The bright,
kaleidoscopic illustrations succeed at depicting the lively stories
going on behind each window. As the tenants start to mingle,
the scenes get even more colorful and exciting, aiding in the
delivery of the book’s simple message of the magic of stepping
outside one’s comfort zone. Night Windows makes an excellent
bedtime story; the intricate illustrations require time and care,
which may make it more tricky to read to a class or group. The
text is syncopated, making it fun to read out loud. The words
take a bit of a backseat to exploring the vivid pictures, but tell
a nice story that could be helpful for a child going through a
similar experience of moving, or trying something new. Rich with
humorous and hidden content, this book is sure to be a hit.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

No Room for Dessert
Author

Hallie Durand

Illustrator

Christine Davenier

Reviewer

Gabrielle Borg

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
177

Year
2011

ISBN

9781442403611

Publisher

Atheneum Books for
Young Readers

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Dessert Schneider feels forgotten. She is the oldest child of four
and her parents never seem to pay her any attention. Whether
it’s breakfast, school pick-ups, or even trips to the grocery store
the family never seems to notice that Dessert is missing. And
when Mushy, the little one-year-old, calls Dessert “Dirt”, Mummy
and Daddy clap and tell her it’s “close enough” to her name.
When an invention competition is introduced at school, Dessert
knows this is her chance to make her parents remember her. She
will do anything to win, including take someone else’s project.
Dessert works hard, but no one seems to care. The voting day
for the best invention finally comes, but it passes all too quickly,
leaving Dessert feeling sad and guilty. A few days later, after
Mummy and Daddy forgot her, she runs into her house and up to
her room, feeling completely unloved. But a few hugs and “I love
you’s” makes all the difference. Dessert and Mummy share a
special evening, just the two of them, and Dessert knows she is
remembered.
This book is filled with the ups and downs that a third-grade girl
may encounter during her growing up years. Dessert is a very
relatable character with a fun personality. The story follows
her thoughts and logic behind her actions. The author does a
wonderful job of making this book, though the third in a series,
unique enough that readers will understand the story, whether
they have read the first two books or not. The illustrations in this
book add an element to the story that helps guide the reader’s
imagination while leaving plenty of space for those thoughts to
blossom. Imagination and invention lead the reader through the
life of Dessert and all her quirky adventures. Dessert’s story will
touch readers and make them laugh too.
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Book Review

Oh No, Bobo! You’re in
Trouble
Author

Phil Gosier

Illustrator
Phil Gosier

Reviewer

Liz Kazandzhy

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250176837

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

The mischievous monkey Bobo just can’t resist stealing the
zookeeper’s flashlight. But when he and his koala friend Fifi start
playing with it, the flashlight stops working, to which Fifi is quick
to respond “You’re in … TROUBLE!” Fifi’s exclamations soon
catch the attention of all the zoo animals. They watch as Bobo
unsuccessfully tries to fix the flashlight and then frantically runs
around asking for help, which only makes the situation worse. Fifi
eventually promises not to tattle on Bobo, but only in exchange
for some compliments. Finally, when the zookeeper finds the
flashlight, it turns out the problem was simple—it just needed
new batteries. Bobo is naturally upset that Fifi made him worry
about such a small problem, and the final page shows him angrily
chasing her while exclaiming “Now you’re in trouble!”
This simple story is both action-packed and hilarious. The
illustrations resemble a comic book more than a traditional
one, with several similar pictures on each page showing the
progression of events—for example, Bobo first curiously looking
down from a tree, then quickly scurrying down, sneaking the
flashlight away, and jumping off to go play with it. This is the
perfect way of illustrating such an energetic plot, highlighting the
many priceless expressions of Bobo, Fifi, and the other animals
at each moment. The colorful, vivid, and clear drawings leave
nothing wanting, and the text is placed in creative ways and
often uses dramatic fonts that further portray Bobo’s anxiety and
contribute to the humor of the book. Siblings will relate to the
close yet somewhat tumultuous relationship between Bobo and
Fifi, and all children will relate to the perils of getting in trouble. In
fact, even though the book is primarily meant for entertainment,
it can be used by parents to teach how problems that seem big
to children can sometimes be easily resolved by telling an adult.
Ultimately, this book will offer a healthy dose of humor to any
reader, and it’s one of those books you can read over and over
without tiring of it.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Welcome to the
Museum: Planetarium
Author

Raman Prinja

Illustrator
Chris Wormell

Reviewer

Danielle Dallas

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
112

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536206234

Publisher

Big Picture Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Humans have looked heavenward since the beginning of time.
They recognized beauty and sought understanding, and this
book inspires us to do the same. Turn the pages and travel
through the cosmos to learn about how we observe space using
radiation, modern observatories, and space telescopes. Study
our solar system to review common characteristics about our
planets and add some interesting facts to your repertoire (such
as “if you could stand on Mercury’s surface, the nearby sun
would appear three times larger in the sky than it looks to us on
Earth”). Discover exoplanets, nebulae, constellations, the life
cycle of stars, and how the universe may end. Get up to date
with the centuries of observation and scientific inquiry that have
yielded enough information to write out our “cosmic address” and
describe distances using astronomical units, both of which (and
more) are explained along this visual and textual cosmic journey.
From the publisher of Animalium, Botaniucum, Dinosaurium, and
Historium comes another breathtaking book that every home
should have on its shelf. Printed on high quality paper, Chris
Wormell’s spreads using wood engraving and linocut techniques
beautifully enrich the text. The warmth of Wormell’s style is
reminiscent of medieval and renaissance scientific inquiry, and
draws the reader in to study the illustration details and key for
even more interstellar information. No less impressive is the
content itself. Although author Raman Prinja is a supernova
in his teaching field of astrophysics, his breadth and depth
of knowledge is understated in his concise style and simple
analogies. This is not an earlier elementary book, however, as
Prinja frequently utilizes abstraction, particularly to demonstrate
cosmologic distances and relative sizes. The content is
thoughtfully arranged with an intuitive table of contents and index
that enable it to be valuable reference material. The reader can
also enjoy this publication as a front to back experience or as
inspiration for educational rabbit trails leading from cosmology,
geology, and history to mythology, physics, and astronomy.
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Book Review

Poop or Get Off the
Potty!
Author

Margaret McNamara

Illustrator
Allison Black

Reviewer

Liz Kazandzhy

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250124401

Publisher

Henry Holt and Co. (BYR)

When twins Mason and Mia were little, they pooped a lot. There
were all sorts of poops: “small poops and big poops, messy
poops and tidy poops.” Now that they’re older, they’re ready for
another kind of poop—in the potty. At first, they don’t know what
the potty is for. Is it for naps? Books? Drumming? They soon
figure it out when they feel a poop coming. After sitting down and
waiting a little while, they whisper to each other, “Poop or get off
the potty.” But there’s no need to get off the potty because they
both successfully poop, remember to wipe, and wash their hands.
They happily exclaim, “I am a big kid now,” and congratulate each
other with a high five.
Because toilet training is a difficult journey for both children
and their parents, there’s a great need for clear, entertaining,
and educational books like this one. From the very beginning,
it sets up a humorous and matter-of-fact tone when it comes to
defecation, and the list of different types of bowel movements
will have readers both laughing and nodding their heads in
agreement. Mia and Mason’s back-and-forth dialogue about the
potty’s purpose is a fun way to teach children what the potty is for.
Then, the author effectively hits on all the major steps of going
to the bathroom—feeling it coming, sitting and waiting, pushing,
wiping, and washing your hands. Finally, the exclamation of “I
am a big kid now!” is further motivation for toddlers to hit this
important developmental milestone. As for illustrations, they are
bright and colorful, charming, and surprisingly not graphic despite
the topic. However, one shortcoming of the book is that the text is
often stated twice (once from Mia and once from Mason), which
makes sense with the story but may slightly irk readers because
of the repetition. But overall, this cute and funny toilet training
book does an excellent job at instructing children about the potty
and motivating them to use it, and it brings humor to a usually
taboo topic that is an undeniable part of life.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Rainbow Fairies:
Danni the Drum Fairy
Author

Daisy Meadows

Illustrator

Daisy Meadows

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary

Pages
64

Year
2008

ISBN

Kirsty and Rachel want to help the music fairies find their magical
instruments since Jack Frost and the goblins took them. While
they were looking for Danni’s magical drum set, Kirsty and Rachel
got invited to be in a music video. As they were dancing along,
they spied a goblin and knew that Danni’s miniature drum set
was close by. After some searching, they spied Danni’s drum set,
but the life-size goblins were trying to play them. In order to get
her drums back, Danni shrunk the goblin down to the same size
as the tiny set. The girls grabbed the mini goblin and told him
that they would turn him back to size if he gave the set back. The
goblin agreed and Danni was able to bring the drum set back to
Fairyland.
The Rainbow Fairies series is good for readers who are beginning
with chapter books. In Danni the Drum Fairy, the plot was
predictable and lacked suspense or excitement. The storyline was
dull. For example, when the girls wanted to get the drum set back
in their possession, they easily captured the goblin with very little
effort or creativity. This chapter book also included illustrations
that were scattered throughout, which aids comprehension. There
is a substantial amount of books in this series, which allows
readers to pick from a variety of stories. Additionally, within the
sequence there is a miniseries, which can entice readers if they
do not want to commit to reading an entire lengthy series.

9780545232630

Publisher

Scholastic, Inc.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Raj and the Best Day
Ever!
Author

Sebastian Braun

Illustrator

Sebastian Braun

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
34

Year
2018

Raj and his dad have the perfect day planned. They are going
to go check out a book from the library, visit the farm, eat at
the café, and many other fun things. It is going to be a great
father-son activity day! There is only one problem—Raj’s dad has
misplaced his wallet. Without his library card and a way to pay for
the different activities, their plans seem to be ruined. Raj feels
sad and disappointed, but fortunately, Raj’s dad saves the day
when he comes up with other fun plans for the two to do together
that don’t cost any money. Their father-son day isn’t ruined after
all!
Raj and the Best Day Ever! is a cheerful, heartwarming story
about a father and son making the most out of a tough situation
and spending quality time together. This story helps children
understand that sometimes plans change, and that’s okay. And
sometimes, the new plans turn out to be better than the old ones.
This book also shows that quality time doesn’t have to include
elaborate activities or spending money —even simple activities
are fun and memorable because loved ones are doing them
together. The illustrations are bright and colorful. The endpapers
include numerous people and objects that are found in the pages
of the book, making a fun scavenger hunt activity for children and
readers.

ISBN

9781536205701

Publisher

Templar Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Red Butterfly: How a
Princess Smuggled the
Secret of Silk Out of China
Author

Deborah Noyes

Illustrator

Sophie Blackall

Reviewer

Jaimee Pease

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year
2008

There are many splendors to behold in the ancient kingdom of
China, but none are as precious as the memories of a childhood.
In Red Butterfly: How a Princess Smuggled the Secret of Silk
Out of China, a young princess yearns to hold on to hers as she
prepares to leave her ancestral home to marry the king of faraway
Khotan. In the summer before her departure, the young princess
stops and bids farewell to all the wondrous beauty around her,
fearful that her new home will be a dry, desolate place. When
she finally steps into her ceremonial sedan chair, her confidence
grows for, along with her memories, she carries one of the most
quintessential parts of China with her.
Chinese silk is the stuff of legends, and this one is beautifully
spun in verse by Deborah Noyes. Luscious language spills out of
each refrain with crisp alliterations forming the rich descriptions.
The legend unfolds through the eyes of a young girl struggling
with the changes her life is about to bring. Noyes includes a
brief, but informative section following the tale to help solidify
the story’s events in history. Sophie Blackall’s bold watercolor
hues saturate the ink illustrations and bring the ancient Chinese
landscape to life. The words and pictures interweave beautifully
to form an intimate retelling of history that will appeal to the
nostalgic child in all readers.

ISBN

9781536203769

Publisher

Candlewick Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Salt to the Sea
Author

Ruta Sepetys

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
448

Year
2017

ISBN

9780142423622

Publisher

Penguin Books; Reprint
edition

World War II had heroes and it had villains, but most of all it had
victims and survivors. A young girl, Amelia, meets a Russian
soldier in a root cellar. The soldier has one thing in mind and is
in the act of raping her when a German teen shoots him down.
He doesn’t want to take the girl with him, but she reminds him
of his little sister and he can’t leave her behind. They meet a
group of refugees and together they make a journey to the coast,
attempting to find passage to a place away from the atrocities
and the advancing Russian army. They succeed, through loss and
heartache, in securing passage aboard a luxury vessel built to
hold 1400 guests. The final count is over 10,000 refugees and
military aboard. They are only 25 minutes into the voyage when
three torpedoes hit and the vessel begins to sink. In the final
scramble, Amelia, Florian, Johanna, Klaus, a new baby, and Albert
survive the vessel’s demise. But only Florian, Johanna, Klaus and
the baby will make a new life for themselves in America after the
war.
This book is hard to read. There is so much brutality, sharply
contrasted by the kindness shown by strangers. The Gustav, upon
which the characters embark, is the greatest maritime disaster of
all time. It is not widely known, possibly because it was German.
The reality of the events and the danger bring home to the reader
how devastating war can be to the innocent young trapped by
circumstance in a battle to survive. The most valiant soldier in the
fight to live is little Amelia. Impregnated by a previous rape, her
desire to survive and to ensure the survival of her hero, Florian, is
inspiring--even though she succumbs to hypothermia in the end.
She is the one who finds peace. The others continue the fight to
survive. Her baby daughter is the final voice and she gives a very
satisfying end to the story. This book is a must read for every
student of history, war, and survival. This book is a lesson in every
aspect of humanity.
*Contains severe violence and moderate sexual content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Book Review

Scary Stories for
Young Foxes
Author

Christian McKay
Heidicker

Illustrator
Junyi Wu

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
314

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250181428

Publisher

Henry Holt and Co.

Seven little fox kits beg their mother for a scary story, but when
they receive none they decide to go to the scariest storyteller in
the forest. Rising up from a stack of bones, the teller tells the tale
of two fox families that romped through the land long ago. The
first fox is Mia, forced to leave her home when disease strikes
the ones she loves most. Ully is the runt of a litter with a small
shriveled paw, mocked by his other sisters. When Mr. Scratch
comes to visit, Ully’s life is threatened to the point where he too
must flee his home. Together these two kits meet up and start
their adventure together, facing the nightmares their family
told them existed outside of home. But courage never fails and
together they strive through their obstacles with hope—becoming
something much bigger than they ever thought they could be.
This is a great book full of scary parts that are equally balanced
with really sweet and heartwarming moments. Heidicker creates
very evocative imagery with phrases like “the leaves blushed
red,” “Roots dripped over its mouth,” and “Fog oozed from its
throat.” The story has gray pictures that look like they were
whisked together with a dry brush, creating an ethereal feeling
perfect for this book. Using a mixture of black and white pages,
Heidicker is able to change the mood of the book and readers
can differentiate between the scenes that are happening in
the present time and those that have occurred in the past. The
reactions and relations between the foxes in the story ring true
as they play around and nibble on their mom’s face with the beta
and alpha kit in charge. What seems to starts out as just a couple
of scary stories, blends together to tell the narrative of some very
courageous foxes who learn how bad things can turn into hope.
The well-known Beatrix Potter makes an appearance in this book,
but under a ghastly light. Some scenes may be a bit scary for
younger children, but they are balanced with lighter moments that
also occur.
*Contains mild violence

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Science Comics: Cars
Author

Dan Zettwoch

Illustrator
Dan Zettwoch

Reviewer

Beverly Jones

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
121

Year
2019

Science is not just test tubes and chemistry sets. A big part of
science is actually understanding how things work. One of the
world’s most life-changing inventions is the car. Understanding
the way cars work gives a greater appreciation for these
astounding scientific machines. Science Comics: Cars uses
high-quality graphics to teach about the background and
history of cars as well as the variations, mechanics, and future
technological advancements. The construction of cars can be
quite complicated to understand, but this comic book makes this
concept easier to grasp.
This book series provides such an interesting way to teach
children about science and how things work. Comic books are
really popular among elementary-aged students, and they will
be sure to enjoy the artwork and the subject of this book. There
is so much information included in this book, and it is obviously
well researched. The information is also delivered in a fun and
interesting way to appeal to the target audience. The overall flow
was not as impressive when compared to other comic books,
but the book makes up for that with its excellent artwork and the
amount of information included. Children as well as caregivers
will gain endless knowledge from this scientific read.

ISBN

9781626728226

Publisher
First Second

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Book Review

Snakebite!:
Antivenom and a
Global Health Crisis
Author

Charles C. Hofer

Reviewer

Jennifer Haltli

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
104

Year
2019

ISBN

9781541524798

Publisher

Twenty-First Century
Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

One million people suffer from snake bites annually. Over
100,000 of them die, mostly in the eastern hemisphere. With
680 species of venomous snakes residing on all habitable
continents, the antivenom crisis is global. The major economic
barrier to antivenom is that the countries with the most
desperate need are the very same countries that cannot afford it.
Consequently, bite victims have learned not to rely on expensive
antivenoms that would be effectively administered in hospitals,
defaulting instead to ineffective folk remedies. Production of
antivenom is expensive, but that’s not the only problem. The
world’s countries have different medical approval processes
and agencies, many of which are not reciprocal with other
nations. These problems with approval cost countries in delays
and money. Therefore, while antivenom could be available,
manufacturers often simply give up on them as unprofitable.
Snakebite! is a versatile text offering an informative adventure
as either a casual perusal or an in-depth study of a global health
crisis. It features stunning photos of diverse reptiles and many
side articles about issues that are both closely and loosely
related to the antivenom problem. These photos and articles
may either be viewed as small packets of information for those
who have only a few minutes, or may be incorporated into the
broad narrative of the antivenom problem presented from cover
to cover. Examples of the book’s featured topics are problems in
drug production and approval, for-profit medical systems, and the
environment. Because of the variety of these contributing factors
and the detail he dedicates to them, the author risks being a
little unfocused on the main topic. Big-picture readers will enjoy
that aspect, while it might annoy those who would like a detailed
biological or medical tutorial on the antivenom issue. So put on
your extra thick socks and peek under your sofa as you pick up
Snakebite!, because a forest cobra may be lurking somewhere in
your living room.

19

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 41 [2020], Iss. 3, Art. 1

Book Review

Spinning Silver
Author

Naomi Novik

Reviewer
Giselle Davis

Rating

Miryem’s father is a moneylender who hates to collect the debts
he’s owed. Fed up with living in poverty for the sake of others,
Miryem takes over the job, but with her boast that she can spin
silver into gold, she catches the attention of the king of Staryk.
Three times Miryem successfully trades Staryk silver for gold, but
now the king wants her for his wife. Whisked away to the Staryk,
Miryem works together with her friends to keep demons and the
Staryk perpetual winter from overtaking their homeland forever.

2018

Novik takes well-known fairy-tale elements and weaves them
together into a completely fresh retelling. Great care is taken
in developing the plot, which creates a very tight narrative that
encourages multiple readings, just so new connections can
be found. The characters are flawed and complex, particularly
Miryem, who is incredibly stubborn. She often acts cruelly if
it will serve her interest, but she also grows to care for others
around her. Other character arcs stem directly from the conflict
surrounding them, creating the core of a story that will entertain
and excite readers hungry for a story with powerful female
protagonists.

ISBN

*Contains mild violence and mild language

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
466

Year

9780399180989

Publisher
Del Rey

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Book Review

Steering Toward
Normal
Author

Rebecca Petruck

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
336

Year
2014

ISBN

9781419707322

Publisher

Amulet Books

It seems like eighth grade is going to be another typical year for
Diggy. He’s already chosen a calf to compete with in the state fair.
His secret crush from 4-H visits often to check on him and his
steer. His dad, who he and the whole town calls Pops, continues
to prank him and they are already plotting for April Fool’s Day.
Then everything changes when Wayne Graf, who Diggy barely
knows from school, shows up on their doorstep claiming to be
Pops’ son. His mom had recently passed and now he wants to
live with them. Despite Diggy’s distaste for the idea, Pops takes
Wayne in. Diggy and Wayne are instant rivals. The longer Wayne
sticks around, Diggy finds his relationship with Pops crumbling
and his chances at winning big with his steer diminishing. But
Wayne’s not leaving, so Diggy has to cope. After many fights,
pranks, and misunderstandings, the boys slowly begin to
sympathize with one another and little by little their broken family
starts to feel normal.
With the entire story being rooted in 4-H, this is a great book
for kids who are a part of 4-H or who would like to learn more
about it. It is educational, as the process of Diggy and Wayne
raising their steers is described in detail throughout the story.
There are a couple pages at the end of the book on what 4-H
is, with a glossary of livestock terms. There are also detailed
instructions on how to perform three pranks mentioned in the
book. Pops and Diggy prank each other a lot, which is the basis
of their relationship in this story. There isn’t much depth to their
relationship, which is a bit disappointing. Diggy and Wayne’s
relationship also seems a bit superficial. Their arguments and
periods of giving each other the silent treatment far out weigh
their moments of brotherly love. Nonetheless, the storyline is still
enjoyable and full of meaning. While a lot of the book is about
4-H, there is a constant underlining theme of learning to cope
when life doesn’t go as planned.
*Contains moderate sexual content.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Stewart’s Best Pen
Author

Stephen W Martin

Illustrator

Karl Newsom Edwards

Reviewer

Ellen McCarty

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages

Stewart and Craig met last year at summer camp and quickly
became best friends. The extraordinary thing is that Stewart is
a boy and Craig is a pen. They do everything together, like most
best friends. They draw, play act, tease Stewart’s little sister, play
pranks, and sometimes argue. They are inseparable, until one
day, Craig is gone. Stewart searches everywhere, but alas, no
Craig. He is offered replacements, but they just won’t do. Then
the mail brings a letter from Craig. Although he is far away, they
can still be best friends and pen pals!
Stewart’s Best Pen is a clever little story about friendship with
a good deal of silliness that children will love. It will appeal to
anyone who has a best friend, particular toy, or favorite writing
implement. The cartoon illustrations are bursting with humor and
fun, bringing Craig (as well as other writing tools) to life adorably
and immersing the readers into the story. This is a sure win for
young children, who will want to read all the extra storyline and
details from the pictures.

32

Year
2018

ISBN

9780544867734

Publisher

Clarion Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Book Review

The Alice Network
Author

Kate Quinn

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
560

Year
2017

ISBN

9780062654199

Publisher

William Morrow

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Eve is recruited into the Alice Network, a band of spies working
in France during World War I. Charlotte is a pampered American,
pregnant with an illegitimate child. Eve is Charlotte’s best
chance to find her cousin who disappeared in World War II with
an illegitimate child of her own. Through the search, the reader
is taken on a gut-wrenching ride through two brutal world wars.
Charlotte discovers her own courage as she steps up to the plate
to keep her baby and find her cousin, a mystery that ends in grief.
Eve has always had heaps of courage, but she is finally able to
defeat her enemy and find freedom in his demise.
The courage of the women in this book is accentuated by the
truths in the story. The Alice Network was real and many of the
events in the story are true, which makes the unilateral brutality
of war real to the reader. The story is crafted for slow revelation
of the characters traits and history. This allows the reader to get
to know them in a very intimate way, at the same rate that they
become acquainted with each other and with themselves. This
intimacy makes each of their personal victories and defeats very
real as well. The reader feels the pain, the suffering, and the selfwill that gives this story its beauty. And it is a beautiful story - well
written, full of passion, and emotion evoking on a dizzying scale.
This is a highly recommended read.
*Contains severe sexual content, severe violence, and severe
language.
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Book Review

The Folk of the Air #1:
The Cruel Prince
Author

Holly Black

Reviewer
Giselle Davis

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

When their parents were killed by Madoc, the general of the
Faerie King’s armies, human sisters Jude and Taryn are taken
to live in the faerie world. Raised among the court, Jude is
constantly vigilant of the dangers often perpetuated by Prince
Cardan and his group of wicked friends. Tired of living carefully,
Jude dreams of being a knight, but when Madoc refuses to
train her, she makes a deal with Prince Dain to train as his
spy. Working to protect Dain’s life, she ultimately cannot save
him when he and the rest of the family are murdered at the
coronation. But one heir survived in the chaos, and now it’s up
to Jude to work with Cardan to secure the power to banish the
usurper and place Cardan on the throne.

9780316310277

The trope of humans connected to Faerie is given a fascinating
new context. Jude’s unusual upbringing makes her feel stuck
between two worlds as she desperately tries to carve a place for
herself. Her need to find a place, and Cardan’s insistence that
she has none, pushes Jude to do things she never would, turning
her hunger for belonging into one for power over others. Each
character feels dangerous, and readers will work alongside Jude
to figure out whom she can trust, empathizing with her feelings
while knowing that some of her decisions might have disastrous
consequences in the future.

Publisher

*Contains moderate violence and mild language.

Pages
384

Year
2018

ISBN

Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1

24
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Book Review

The Folk of the Air #2:
The Wicked King
Author

Holly Black

Reviewer
Giselle Davis

Rating

Outstanding

Cardan is on the throne, and Jude has the power she desires.
But soon, word of an alliance between the imprisoned usurper
Balekin and the Queen of the Undersea threatens Jude’s hold.
While trying to stop their enemies, Jude is captured, and Cardan’s
deal to get her back allows him to rule as a king should with Jude
as his Queen. But when it is discovered that she killed Balekin,
Cardan exiles her to the mortal world. Now Jude must create a
new plan to return to Faerie so she can reclaim her power and her
love.

ISBN

Picking up six months after the first book in the series, this
story hits the ground running as Jude and Cardan’s grudging
relationship continues to develop. As they both find that they are
falling in love and are hating the idea of it at the same time, Jude
must also repair broken relationships with her father and sister.
But she is soon reminded that betrayal can come from the least
likely places, and readers will be riveted as she figures out how to
keep her power to shape the world of Faerie. The reader also gets
a better understanding of Cardan and how his life experiences
have shaped him. As the two slowly learn to care for each other’s
safety, the ending takes a devastating turn, leaving readers
clamoring for the series’s conclusion.

Publisher

*Contains moderate violence, mild language, and moderate
sexual content.

Level

Young Adult

Pages
336

Year
2019

9780316310338
Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Last Last-Day-ofSummer
Author

Lamar Giles

Illustrator
Dapo Adeola

Reviewer

Becky Jamieson

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
289

Year
2019

ISBN

9781328460837

Publisher

Otto and Steed Alston are middle schoolers who have spent their
summer having magical mystery adventures. However, they have
never had a day like the last day of summer. On that day they are
tricked by Mr. Flux into using a magical camera to freeze time for
their hometown and everyone in it. With help from the magical
beings whose jobs it is to watch time and Otto’s future self, the
cousins defeat Mr. Flux. They use time travel to erase the missed
opportunity that created Mr. Flux, who was intent on stopping
anyone else from having a missed opportunity.
There are many different ways to do time travel in a story, and this
one puts a lot of emphasis on the common rule that someone
from the future cannot change things in the past. However, the
book then turns this rule on its head by saying that people are
not things and so they can be changed. The book’s author, Lamar
Giles, is the co-founder of We Need Diverse Books, and this book
shows her strong commitment to diverse representations as it
has African American characters who speak with appropriate
language and tone. This character representation of diversity is
refreshing in a landscape of books that often does not include
diverse voices. Sadly, sometimes the book’s text and pictures give
differing information. For example, on one spread the pictures
and words depicted different cousins holding the camera. These
types of inaccuracies can be confusing for readers trying to
remember which character is which.
*Contains mild violence.

Versify Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss3/1
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Book Review

Tim’s Goodbye
Author

Steven Salerno

Illustrator

Steven Salerno

Reviewer
Carly Atchley

Rating

Dependable

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
40

Year
2018

ISBN

Margot can’t help but feel sad, even on a warm sunny day,
knowing her beloved turtle Tim has died. Luckily, Margot has
wonderful friends to organize a proper funeral for her pet, from
balloons to flowers to a cheerful tune on the French horn. As
they send Tim sailing away in a box attached to the balloons and
Margot gives her final goodbye, she realizes that he’s headed to
a place with warm sun and cool waters, and she doesn’t feel sad
anymore.
Many children will experience the death of a pet while they are
young, and Tim’s Goodbye is a simple and beautifully illustrated
way to depict a child going through this loss. With few words and
somewhat ambiguous phrasing, this book may be best utilized
reading with an adult, who can explain what the author means
when he states that Tim is “gone,” or, later in the book, that Tim
is now in a place where he is “forever a happy turtle.” Additionally,
the book simply describes Margot as no longer feeling sadness
for Tim’s death by the end of the story. This could be appropriate
for small losses, such as that of some household pets, but
may be less applicable for children experiencing real grief.
While applicable for only a very specific context, Tim’s Goodbye
expresses ideas within that context well for young children. Losing
a pet can be tough, but with an appropriate goodbye and time to
grieve, it’s possible to heal.

9780374306472

Publisher

Farrar Straus Giroux
Books for Young
Readers

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

What the Ladybug
Heard at the Zoo
Author

Julia Donaldson

Illustrator
Lydia Monks

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages

Ladybug is spending the day enjoying the sights and sounds of
town. Suddenly, she overhears robbers Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len
scheming to kidnap Monkey Joe from the zoo to be a player in
their royal crown heist plan. Ladybug spreads the word to all her
animal friends, including the Queen’s own two corgi dogs, and
puts together a plan to frustrate the two robbers’ plans. After they
make sure that Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len never come back to
cause trouble again, all the animals celebrate their success!
What the Ladybug Heard at the Zoo is a fun and entertaining
children’s book. Told in rhyme, the book is entertaining and fun
to listen to. Every page has big, bright, and colorful illustrations
that are age and story appropriate. The book has a hardcover
with reinforced binding and a dust jacket, making it a sturdy book
for children to enjoy. The “triumph over evil” theme will reinforce
the concepts of right and wrong for children as well teach them
to stand up for right, even when it’s hard. Overall, this is a great
children’s book that is sure to be a favorite.

32

Year
2017

ISBN

9781250156709

Publisher

Henry Holt and Company
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Book Review

When Pencil Met
Eraser
Author

Karen Kilpatrick and
Luis O. Ramos Jr.

Illustrator

German Blanco

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pencil loves to draw, and he is good at it. Eraser loves to erase.
So, when Eraser comes along, he wants to join the fun. But
it’s going to take some convincing to get Pencil on board. After
seeing Eraser open up the skyline of a drawing of a densely
urban city, create a walking path through a drawing of a meadow,
and erase some ominous clouds and waves from a sketch of a
turbulent ocean, Pencil begins to see that Eraser’s new ideas and
contributions (or deletions) may be beneficial after all.
Clever, funny, and entertaining are words to describe this
children’s book about how Pencil and Eraser came together. The
illustrations are relevant to the story, as readers can see Pencil’s
drawings on one page and then Eraser’s edits on the next page;
we get a side-by-side look at the art the two are creating. Readers
see the literal pencil marks, erasing smudges, and eraser crumbs
on every page, which brings the book to life and makes the story
more real. The message of working together and collaborating to
make something great is so good for children to hear.

Pages
40

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250309396

Publisher
Imprint

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Wild Child #1: Forest’s
First Home
Author
Tara Zann

Illustrator

Dan Widdowson

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
138

Year
2017

ISBN

9781250103833

Publisher
Imprint

Olive, Ryan, and their dad are all on a camping trip. While walking
their dog Bailey one last time before packing up their campsite,
Bailey gets free and runs off. Bailey is found by none other than a
wild boy named Forest, who has clothes made out of leaves and
sticks. When they get home, they find another surprise - Forest is
sleeping in their backseat! Times at their house are full of fun as
Forest gets used to living inside. But he has to learn his manners
before Gam Gam’s birthday party that evening to see if he can
pass the test. However, Gam Gam turns out to have a soft heart
under her stony demeanor, and Forest may get to stay after all.
This story may be a little unrealistic, as Forest, who has seems to
have been living in the forest his entire life, speaks quite English
well. Instead of just stealing clothes from campers, he has also
managed to make himself clothing from sticks and dirt. When
found, it is the daughter’s immediate wish to keep him. No sort of
investigation is done to try and reunite Forest with his real family,
as Forest has said he doesn’t have one. It’s a children’s book
though, so even if it isn’t the most realistic, it still is fun to read.
It teaches about manners and has simple language for young
readers. The book has leaves surrounding each page and black
and white pictures placed throughout to enhance the story. The
placement of pictures is sometimes incongruous with the text. For
example, chapter two shows a picture of Bailey interacting with
Forest when she hasn’t even been found yet. Another example
is when birds dive bomb Olive; the picture of it is shown on the
next page after the action has passed instead of the page when
it occurs. But overall, it doesn’t really distract from the plot. This
book maintains its childish fantasy, which is sure to intrigue
young readers.
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